The general architecture of sensory neuroepithelia.
All neuroepithelia are sheets of cells lining an internal or external surface of the body and resting on a basement membrane. They consist of at least two kinds of cell, receptor cells and sustentacular (supporting) cells. Some contain undifferentiated precursor cells and senescent or degenerating cells. The potential for plasticity and regeneration in different sensory neuroepithelia varies widely according to their origins and structure in any individual animal and according to the species in which they occur. Four sensory neuroepithelia are described as examples of the range of construction, complexity, and life history.